Introduced by Council Member Brown: 

RESOLUTION 2013-410
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 14–16, 2013 AS JUNETEENTH INDEPENDENCE COMMEMORATION WEEKEND IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Juneteenth, also known as Freedom Day, African American Independence Day or Emancipation Day, is the official celebration of the independence of all slaves in the U.S. for,  although the Emancipation Proclamation was issued on September 22, 1862, and became effective on January 1, 1863, not all slaves were immediately freed; and
WHEREAS, Juneteenth is a holiday in the United States honoring African American heritage by commemorating the announcement of the abolition of slavery in the State of Texas in 1865; celebrated on June 19th, the term is a combination of June and nineteenth and is recognized as a partial or full state holiday, or an official observance in 42 states; and


WHEREAS, in 1991 the Florida State Legislature designated June 19th as an annual observance to commemorate the end of slavery; and


WHEREAS, today, Juneteenth is observed through family gatherings, picnics, guest speakers, and church services, and over the years, Juneteenth has become a celebration of African American freedom and achievement promoting and cultivating knowledge and appreciation of African American history; and 


WHEREAS, Jacksonville’s Juneteenth celebration will be held on the weekend of June 14-16, 2013 with many events and activities including a festival in Riverside Park on Saturday, June 15th; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby declares the weekend of June 14-16, 2013 as Juneteenth Independence Commemoration Weekend in Jacksonville and urges all citizens to take part in the many fun, educational and inspirational events scheduled for the weekend.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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